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Section 1.0 Community Analysis  

Introduction  

The Village of New Haven recognizes that an ongoing commitment to its parks and recreation facilities 

and programs is a vital investment in its future. These programs and facilities have the unique potential 

to increase an overall quality of life for both current and future generations of Village residents. 

Promoting personal health and education, fostering economic activity, creating intricate social networks 

and protecting environmental landscapes are some of the most compelling benefits gained through 

well-maintained parks and recreation facilities. Ultimately, these benefits are contingent upon a well-

planned and executed system of parks, trails, open space, waterway access and recreation 

programming. The Village of New Haven will strive to cultivate and maintain parks and recreation 

services that provide residents with a high quality of life and greater appreciation for the community.  

In 2002, New Haven developed an initial plan for improving the parks and recreation programs and 

facilities within the Village. The planning process involved a substantial amount of residential input, 

including a community survey, public hearings and a series of visioning sessions. A detailed capital 

improvement program was also developed, which has led to a sizable amount of progress in park space, 

recreational destinations and environmental preservation initiatives, among others.    

This new Parks& Recreation Plan provides the community with a five year work plan and a long range 

vision to guide future recreation investments.  Developed in conjunction with the New Haven Master 

Plan 2015-2020, this document builds on the research and momentum of that yearlong effort by 

providing a finely focused examination of the community’s recreation needs.  This plan will assist with 

the expansion and advancement of existing parks and recreation programs and facilities. The plan also 

aims to explore local linkages within the community as well as the role New Haven plays in the 

expansive network of parks and recreation facilities in Southeast Michigan.  New and existing 

opportunities for partnerships will be examined between the public and private sector including but not 

limited to; the New Haven Community School district, the neighboring communities of Lenox Township, 

Chesterfield Township and New Baltimore, Macomb County, the Huron Clinton Metroparks Authority 

(HCMA) and the State of Michigan.    

The Village of New Haven intends to use this plan to:  guide decisions on capital improvement projects, 

guide the acquisition of open space and available public buildings, explore the implementation of future 

recreation programming, pursue grants via the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund and the federal 

Land and Water Conservation Fund, and to help determine the best allocation of future Community 

Development Block Grant funding resources. 

 

Community Description 

The Village of New Haven, situated in the central portion of northeastern Macomb County, is 

approximately 40 miles north of Detroit. New Haven is the largest incorporated community in Lenox 
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Township. It is within close proximity to both Gratiot Avenue and Interstate 94, which act as regional 

arterials that provide access to surrounding Mount Clemens, New Baltimore, Chesterfield Township, 

Richmond and Memphis. The community’s southern border, 26 Mile Road, is shared with Chesterfield 

Township. New Haven Road and Gratiot are the most prominent thoroughfares, connecting the Village 

to neighboring communities in southeast Michigan. New Haven has experienced over a 50% increase in 

its population over the past decade, with a projected increase of nearly 15% by 2020. The City’s 

population is projected to continue its upward trend beyond 2020: Southeast Michigan Council of 

Governments (SEMCOG) estimates that the population will reach 5,535 by 2040. The Village’s parks and 

recreation programs and facilities should be designed to fit this changing demographic and support and 

sustain its growth.   

 
Regional Location 
 
The Village of New Haven is a 
2.5 square mile community 
situated in the central portion 
of northeastern Macomb 
County approximately 40 
miles north of the City of 
Detroit.  The community’s 
southern border, 26 Mile 
Road, is shared with 
Chesterfield Township, while 
the rest of the Village is 
surrounded by Lenox 
Township.   The location of 
the Village provides easy 
access to major 
transportation networks. 
Interstate 94, to the east, 
provides convenient and 
quick access to areas of 
regional significance such as 
Port Huron/Sarnia to the 
north and Detroit/Windsor to 
the south.  Both of these are 
major population centers and 
have international border 
crossings.  New Haven is also 
connected to both Gratiot 
Avenue and New Haven Road 
which provide connectivity to 
surrounding communities and 
the greater County.  
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History  
 
The Village of New Haven started out 
as a small French farming settlement 
along the banks of the Salt River in 
Macomb County as early as 1836.  In 
1859, a large growth boom occurred 
when the Grand Trunk Railroad 
established service between Port 
Huron and Detroit and built a station 
to handle freight and farm goods 
produced in the area.  The Village was 
officially incorporated in 1869 and 
remains the largest incorporated 
place in Lenox Township.   

The period between 1860 and 1900 saw 
an expansion of agriculture and industry in the area.  During this time a saw mill, iron foundry, creamery, 
grain mill and farm implement and supply were established. Great Lakes ships offloaded cargo from all 
over the world in New Baltimore. A plank road was constructed between present day New Baltimore 
and the Village which connected the water shipping route to the Grand Trunk station.  Tons of 
manufactured goods, agricultural products and people were moved by rail from this location to places 
across the region and the State of Michigan.  

In 1914 a fire damaged a considerable number of key businesses and homes within the community.  
During the mid-20th century the New Haven Foundry was one of the first industries in the area to hire 
African-American workers.  As a result workers and their families soon came to call New Haven their 
home.  This influx of workers contributed greatly to the ethnic and racial diversity of the Village and the 
surrounding area.   

The New Haven school district had its beginnings in the early 1920’s with the construction of the first 
school on Pasco Street.  The district later expanded to provide service to residents of portions of four 
townships outside the village. 

During the second half of the 20th century the Village’s population grew with the development of several 
subdivisions and mobile home parks.  Disinvestment in the downtown area led to the closing or 
demolition of many of the key anchor businesses.  Commercial development shifted from the central 
downtown area the Gratiot Avenue corridor. 

The period from 2000 to present has seen significant changes in the number of residents and housing 
developments within the Village.  Prior to the economic recession of the mid-2000s New Haven’s 
population doubled in size with an influx of new families as new homes were built and sold.  Growth has 
leveled out since the last census taken in 2010, but the population is forecast to grow at a slow rate over 
the next two decades.   

New Haven is a unique place with a unique history.  It’s founding as an agricultural hub and local 
industrial center along the Grand Trunk railroad made it a key community driving the early economy in 
northeast Macomb County.  The resulting diversity of it residents and their commitment to their 
community has sustained the Village through changing economic times.  New Haven is a community 
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where people are proud of the past and desire to preserve it while at the same time looking forward to 
growing a bright and prosperous future. 

 

Demographic and Economic Characteristics  

In order to develop a parks and recreation plan that is in tune to the current and future needs of the 

Village of New Haven, a comprehensive demographic and economic analysis of the community is 

needed. The following sub-sections will highlight a number of significant population and household 

trends that have shaped the Village. These trends will undoubtedly have an impact on parks and 

recreation planning. Beyond how many people live in your community, more refined demographic and 

economic data will paint a more polished picture of the residents of the Village of New Haven. 

The characteristics of a community’s population are among the key ingredients that are given 

consideration in any long-range planning process. Historical and current demographic trends have 

several useful applications. From identifying community needs to strategizing future land use, 

demographic characteristics provide the foundational resources needed to make effective community-

based decisions. The following demographic trends are essential to developing a comprehensive 

understanding of the characteristics of the Village of New Haven: 

 
1) Population change over time 
2) Population Characteristics – age, race, persons with disabilities 
3) Household characteristics 
4) Population projections 
 

The most current available demographic data for the Village of New Haven is employed in the 

examination of each of the noted topics. The Village leveraged data from the following sources: U.S. 

Census Bureau’s 2010 Census of Population and Housing; U.S. Census Bureau American Community 

Survey (ACS); ESRI Business Analyst; and the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments.  Wherever 

possible, comparable data for Macomb County has been provided for the purpose of understanding the 

relationship of the Village to its larger geographical area.  

 

Population 

The 2010 U.S. Census tabulated the Village’s population at 4,642 persons.  This represents a population 

increase of 51.2%, or 1,571 individuals, over the past decade.   

Population change over the 70-year period between 1940 and 2010 for New Haven and its neighboring 

communities is shown in the following table. During this period, the Village’s population increased from 

904 persons in 1940 to 4,642 persons in 2010, for an increase of 3,738 residents, or an average of 534 

persons per decade 
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    Table 1 Population Change 1940-2010 

Community 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 

New Haven 904 1,082 1,198 1,855 1,871 2,331 3,071 4,642 

Macomb Township 1,935 2,715 4,807 6,140 14,230 22,714 50,478 79,580 

New Baltimore - 2,043 3,159 4,132 5,439 5,798 7,405 12,084 

Lenox Township 1,710 1,993 2,356 2,869 3,028 3,069 5,362 5,828 

Chesterfield Township 2,004 3,722 5,888 9,378 18,276 25,905 37,405 43,381 

         

 
 
 
Gender 
 
The Village of New Haven’s gender composition is illustrated in the corresponding table.  In 2010 the 
Village’s population was comprised of 54.3% male and 45.7% female.   
   
 

          Table 2 Gender Composition 2010 Comparative 

Community 2010 

 Number Percentage 

New Haven 4,642  

     Male 2,520 54.3% 

     Female 2,122 45.7% 

Macomb County 840,978  

     Male 408,712 48.6% 

     Female 432,266 51.4% 

 
 
 
Age  
 
Age characteristics are useful demographic indicators for parks and recreation planning purposes. For 
example, a community’s age composition will help determine the appropriate mix of needed recreation 
services and facilities. A younger population suggests the need for more active recreational services, 
programs and facilities. An older population would have more demand for walking trails, exercise areas, 
dance halls, craft rooms, pool rooms and more passive recreational amenities. 
 
 
Median Age  
 
The steady aging of the region’s population is among the more important trends illustrated by the 
Census. Both Macomb County and the Village of New Haven have experienced increases in median age 
among residents.  In 2000 Macomb County and the Village of New Haven had media age levels at 36.9 
and 29.7 respectively.  By 2010 both those numbers rose to 39.9 for Macomb County, and 31.1 for the 
Village of New Haven.   As a whole both the Village and the County are following the national trends of 
an increasing older population.   
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Population by Age 
 
By reviewing the various age groupings that make up the population of the Village, it is possible to 
ascertain how various segments of the Village’s population have changed over time and what impact 
these changes have had on the Village’s growth.   Further examination of these age groups can provide 
the Village with insight as to the present and future resident demand for age specific parks and 
recreation programming, services and facilities 
 
                     Table 3 Population by Age 2000-2010 Village of New Haven 

Age Number % Number % 
Change 
2000-2010 

Under 5 315 10.3% 459 9.9% 45.7% 

5-9 258 8.4% 460 9.9% 78.3% 

10-19 506 16.5% 726 15.6% 43.5% 

20-24 221 7.2% 251 5.4% 13.6% 

25-44 1,035 33.7% 1,502 32.4% 45.1% 

25-54 359 11.7% 572 12.3% 59.3% 

55-59 110 3.6% 233 5.0% 111.8% 

60-64 76 2.5% 161 3.5% 111.8% 

65-74 126 4.1% 173 3.7% 37.3% 

75+ 65 2.1% 105 2.3% 61.5% 

Totals 3,071 100.0% 4,642 100.0% 51.2% 
 
 
The distribution of the Village’s population into designated age categories for 2000 and 2010 is shown 
in table 3. Each of the ten age categories analyzed increased between 2000 and 2010. The largest 
increases were seen in the 55-59 and 60-64 year old cohorts.  The largest segment of the population in 
2010 was the 25 to 44 year old age group, with 1,502 persons accounting for 32.4% percent of the total 
population of the Village.  
 
 
Age by Life Cycle Category  
 
Obtaining a more expressive picture of the Village’s population age distribution is possible when the 
individual age categories shown on the previous table are combined into a smaller age related groups, 
which more closely resemble identifiable stages of a normal human life cycle. Selected categories and 
the age intervals that they represent include: pre-school (0-4); school (5-19); family formation (20-44); 
middle-age (45-64); and seniors (65+). The percent of the Village’s population that falls into each of 
these categories is shown in Table 4. Available information for 1980-2010 is shown. Similar data for 
Macomb County is also provided for comparison purposes.  
 
Each of the life cycle categories shown in Table 4 has an important meaning for recreation planning. The 
pre-school and school-age categories, for example, offer useful indicators of future school enrollment 
trends and the adequacy of existing educational facilities to meet these needs. Based on 2000 Census 
numbers, the percentage of the Village’s pre-school and school age population appears to have leveled 
off. However, new single family housing construction in the Village since the 2000 Census has created a 
new influx of school aged children in the area.  
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                 Table 4 Age by Life Cycle 1980-2010 Comparative 

Village of New Haven 
Category 1980 1990 2000 2010 

Preschool (0-4) 10.5 11.4 10.3 9.9% 

School (5-19) 30.9 25.3 24.8 25.5% 

Family Formation (20-44) 35.5 43.4 40.9 37.8% 

Middle Age (45-64) 21.2 13.8 17.8 20.8% 

Seniors (65+) 5.6 6.1 6.2 6.0% 

     

Macomb County 
Category 1980 1990 2000 2010 

Preschool (0-4) 6.7 6.8 6.5 5.8% 

School (5-19) 26.9 19.9 19.9 19.7% 

Family Formation (20-44) 37.8 40.4 37.2 32.0% 

Middle Age (45-64) 20.8 20.6 22.8 28.2% 

Seniors (65+) 7.7 12.3 13.6 14.3% 

 
 
Collectively, the family formation and middle-age categories encompass the 
underpinning of the community. These two groups together account for 58.7 percent of 
the population and are the largest segment of property owners and taxpayers. They are 
also among the largest consumers of goods and services and, therefore, provide a 
medium for economic growth.  
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Race and Ethnicity 
 
As of the 2010 U.S. Census, the racial makeup of the Village of New Haven was reported as 73.4% 
white and 16.7% Black or African American.  Additionally, 4.0% reported being multi-racial, identifying 
association with one or more races. Less than 2% of the population identified itself as either Asian, 
Pacific Islander or any other race. It is important to note, the Hispanic population is captured as an 
ethnicity, rather than race. Therefore, a person may identify as White and Hispanic or White only. The 
percent of the population, in 2010, that identified as Hispanic of any race was 4.8% percent, while 
95.2% percent of the population identified as Non-Hispanic. 
 
population identifying as a minority.  
                                   

    Table 5 New Haven Racial Distribution 2000 - 2010 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Race 

 
2000 

 
2010 

Percent 
Change 

2000-2010 

Non-
Hispanic 2,964 96.2% 4,419 95.2% 49.1% 

White 2,245 73.1% 3,405 73.4% 51.7% 

Black 571 18.6% 774 16.7% 35.6% 

Asian 1 >1% 22 0.5% 2100.0% 

Multi-Racial 111 3.6% 188 4.0% 69.4% 

Other 26 0.8% 30 0.6% 15.4% 

Hispanic 117 3.8% 233 4.8% 99.1% 

Totals 3,071 100% 4,642 100% 51.2% 
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Persons with Disabilities (Civilian Non-institutionalized Population) 
 
Planned improvements to the Village’s park and recreation system should consider the needs of any 
special population groups, particularly those with physical handicaps that may prevent them from 
having access to recreation facilities and services available to other Village residents. Ensuring all 
residents, regardless of physical ability, can actively be engaged in community life is a major factor of 
community prosperity.  Information on the disability status of the population was collected as part of 
the 2010 Census.  
 
 
                                                Table 6 Persons with Disabilities 2010 Village of New Haven 

Persons with Disabilities 

Total Population 3,996 100% 
   Total with a disability 717 17.9% 

   

Under 18 years 1,060  
    With a disability 55 0.5% 

   

18 to 64 years 2,632  
    With a disability 472 17.9% 

   

65 years and over 304  
     With a disability 190 62.5% 

 
 
 
Educational Attainment 
 
A community’s educational attainment metrics are a vital statistic to track.  The 
correlation between educational attainment and economic prosperity is very high.  As 
residents continue to gain degrees and credentials, there is more opportunity for job 
growth.  The educational attainment levels for the Village of New Haven are below the 
County averages.  However, it is important to note that over the past decade the Village 
has seen gains in residents obtaining associates, bachelors, and graduate/professional 
degrees.      
 
      Table 7 Educational Attainment 2010 Village of New Haven 

Highest Level of Education 25+ Yrs. 
5-Yr ACS 2010 

Percentage Change 

2000-2010 

Graduate/Professional Degree 1.4% 0.4% 

Bachelor’s Degree 11.0% 5.9% 

Associates Degree 12.3% 6.5% 

Some College, No Degree 22.9% -4.3% 

High School Graduate 39.7% 1.0% 

Did Not Graduate High School 12.6% -9.6% 
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Income and Poverty Statistics 
 
A communities income and poverty figures are key indicators to community stability.  The Village is 
witnessing some positive trends regarding income and poverty.  Since 2000 New Haven’s median 
household income has increased 8.8% to $57,955.  This increase has led to decreases to both individuals 
and households in poverty with -0.8% and -4.3% decreases respectively.  The only concerning income 
statistic over the past decade was the decrease in per capita income by 5.7% to $20,671.    
 
 
      Table 8 Income Summary 2010 Village of New Haven 

Income 5-Yr ACS 2010 
Change 
2000-2010 

Percentage Change 
2000-2010 

Median Household Income (2010 Dollars) $57,955 $4,686 8.8% 

Per Capita Income (2010 Dollars) $20,671 - $1,238 -5.7% 

 
 
 
        Table 9 Poverty Summary 2010 Village of New Haven 

Poverty Census 2000 5-Yr ACS 2010 
Percentage Change 

2000-2010 

Persons in Poverty 454 14.5% 593 13.7% -0.8% 

Households in Poverty 158 14.8% 155 10.5% -4.3% 

 
 
 
Households  
 
At the municipal level household growth generates property tax revenues, creates a demand for 
durable goods, and leads to more population.  Each of these factors has the ability to positively impact 
economic growth.  Household growth also impacts municipal services, especially the need for public 
utilities, police and fire services, and general community administration. The number of households also 
influences levels of traffic and the need for future transportation system improvements.  
 
The Village of New Haven has experienced a steady growth of households over the past decade. For 
example, between 1990 and 2000, 292 new households were formed in the Village, for an increase of 
27.44 percent. According to SEMCOG’S 2013 calculations, the number of households in the Village was 
1,575.  
 
   Table 13 Total Households 1980-2010 Comparative 

Community 1980 1990 Change 
1980-
1990 

2000 Change 
1990-
2000 

2010 Change 
2000-
2010 

Percentage 
Change  
2000-2010 

Village of 
New Haven 

559 772 213 1,064 292 1,552 488 45.9% 

Macomb 
County 

229,820 264,991 35,171 309,203 44,212 331,667 22,464 7.3% 
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Household Size  
 
Associated with these increases in household growth was a decrease in the size of the average 
household. Consistent with the broader national and regional trends, the average household size in the 
Village of New Haven has declined over the past three decades. In 1980, the size of the average 
household was 3.33 persons. This declined to 2.97 persons in 1990 and 2.84 persons in 2000. Similar 
declines are observed for Macomb County and Michigan.  
 
During the decade 2000-2010 numerous new single family housing developments have been 
constructed. These developments have been marketed to new families and have contributed to an 
increase in the average household size within the Village as illustrated by the 2010 Census data. 
 
 
Average Household Size 
 
                                        Table 11 Average Household Size 1980-2010 Comparative 

Community 1980 1990 2000 2010 

Village of New 
Haven 

3.33 2.97 2.84 2.96 

Macomb County 3.63 2.68 2.52 2.51 

State of Michigan 3.27 2.63 2.56 2.49 

 
 

 

                            
 
Household Types 
 
In the Village of New Haven, family households, consisting of household members related to each 
other, comprised approximately 457 households in 1980 and increased to 589 households in 1990 for a 
28.88 percent change. This is higher than the County figure of 6.44 percent for the same decade. 
According to the 2010 Census family households accounted for 785 of the 1,064 households in the 
Village (73.8 percent). This represents a 33.2 percent increase over the previous decade.  
 
                                      Table 12 Family Households by Type 2010 Comparative 

Community 
Family 
Households 

Married Couple 
Families 

Village of New 
Haven 

74.70% 48.80% 

Macomb County 67.00% 49.70% 

State of Michigan 66.00% 48.00% 
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                     Table 13 Household Types 2000-2010 Village of New Haven 

Household Types Census 2000 Census 2010 
Percent 
Change 2000-
2010 

With Seniors 65+ 155 217 40.0% 

Without Seniors 909 1,335 46.9% 

Two or more persons without children 334 481 44.0% 

Live Alone, 65+ 58 73 25.9% 

Live alone, under 65 162 231 42.6% 

With Children 510 767 50.4% 

Total Households 1,064 1,552 45.9% 

 
 
Housing Unit Types 
 
According to the 5-Yr ACS 2010 there are 1,106 housing units in the Village of New Haven.  The table 
below depicts the distribution of housing units by housing unit type. 
          
 
                 Table 14 Housing Unit Types 2000-2010 Village of New Haven 

Housing Unit Type Census 
2000 

5-Yr ACS 
2010 

Change 
2000-2010 

New Permitted 
Units 2010-2014 

Single Family 
Detached 

525 1,106 581 9 

Duplex 7 0 -7 0 

Townhouse or 
Attached Condo 

34 0 -34 0 

Multi-Unit 
Apartment 

102 121 19 0 

Mobile Home  482 365 -117 0 

Total 1,150 1,592 442 9 
Units Demolished    0 

 
 

           Chart 1 Housing Ownership  
           2010 Village of New Haven 

Housing Tenure  
 
Home ownership is generally a solid indicator of community 
stability. Home purchases many times represent the single largest 
investment that a family will make in their lifetime and, therefore 
usually indicates a long-term commitment to the community. 
Approximately 73.0 percent of the Village’s total housing units 
are owner-occupied according to the 2010 Census. Renter 
occupied units account for 19 percent, while 8 percent of housing 
units were reported as being vacant.  
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                                              Table 15 Housing Tenure 2000-2010 Village of New Haven 

Housing Tenure 
Census 
2000 

Census 
2010 

Change 
2000-
2010 

Owner occupied 856 1,232 376 

Renter occupied 208 320 112 

Vacant 74 143 69 

    Seasonal/migrant 6 1 -5 

    Other vacant units 68 142 74 

Total Housing Units 1,138 1,695 557 

 
 
 
Housing Values 
 
Housing values are a viable indicator of community viability.   As home values rise, so too does a 
community’s general fund.  Increases in home values also tend to be connected to economic growth.  
The Village of New Haven has witnessed some modest increases in housing values.  As new construction 
has occurred across the community it has led to a spike in housing values over the past decade.  Over 
the past decade home values have increased 32.1% to a median housing value of $107,400.  Medium 
gross rent has also increased to $741, which is a 33.1% increase over that same timeframe.   
 
 
                                    Table 16 Median Housing Values Village of New Haven 

Housing Value 

(in 2010 dollars) 

5-Yr ACS 

2010 

Change 

2000-2010 

Percent 

Change 

2000-2010 

Median housing value $ 107,400 $ 26,123 32.1% 

Median gross rent $ 741 $ 184 33.1% 

 
 
 
 
Projections 
 
Projections provide a basis for anticipating future land 
use and various community service demands. As noted 
in the previous commentary, the single factor that will 
have the greatest impact on these demands is the 
anticipated number of new residents. While there is 
no precise way of absolutely predicting the future, past 
trends offer a practical method of anticipating 
expected changes in the number of households and the 
number of residents.  
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Southeast Michigan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) Small Area Forecasts  
 
SEMCOG prepares a series of Small Area Forecasts for each of the 233 local units of government in the 
Southeast Michigan. The forecasts include the anticipated number of persons, households and jobs 
within each community for each five-year interval between 2010 and 2040. The most recent series of 
projections were adopted by SEMCOG in 2014. The SEMCOG forecasts, including the projected number 
of households and persons per household, are included in table 17.  These forecasts anticipate 
continued increases in the total numbers of persons and households. Future population projections are 
dependent, in large part, on the rate of household growth as well as the size of the average household. 
Forecasts prepared by SEMCOG anticipate continued declines in the size of the Village’s average 
household from 2.96 persons per household in 2010 to 2.95 by the year 2040. For projection purposes, 
the Master Plan expects the Village to reach a level of 1,854 households and 5,535 persons by 2040.  
The future land use of the master plan and the capacity of the public infrastructure systems will 
determine the ultimate capacity of new households and corresponding population levels beyond the 
projection period.  
 
                            Table 17 SEMCOG Forecast Demographics Village of New Haven 

 2000 
Census 

2010 
Census 

SEMCOG 
Dec 2014 

SEMCOG 
2040 

Population 3,071 4,642 4,890 5,535 

Households 
(occupied units) 

1,064 1,552 1,603 1,854 

Persons per 
Household 

2.84 2.96 3.02 2.95 

 
 
 
Demographic Considerations 
 
In many ways, the positive population trends observed in the Village of New Haven are aligned with 
those on a larger scale, including regional and statewide. Over the last several decades, New Haven’s 
total population has steadily increased, becoming more diverse and educated. Its median income level 
and housing values have increased, while poverty levels have decreased. Also in accordance with 
nationwide trends is the aging of its population:  the largest increases were observed in the 55-59 and 
60-64 year old age groups. The Parks and Recreation Master Plan has been revised with these trends in 
mind. With a substantial inflow of new residents, the Village has the ability to leverage this opportunity 
by spurring strategic investment in the parks and recreation program. Strategic investment is key to 
creating and maintaining quality parks and recreation facilities that are inclusive and accessible. 
Successful parks and recreation services provide an important link between residents and their 
community.  
 
In order to ensure that the parks and recreation amenities accurately reflect its population, the Village 
of New Haven must acknowledge the increase in both middle-aged (45-64 years old) and senior (65+ 
years old) residents. It is vital that the Village connects with its middle-aged and elderly population to 
establish that these individuals remain dynamic and active members of the community. The Village must 
ensure that the facilities commonly used by these cohorts are abundant and well-maintained. These 
facilities may include scenic parks, accessible walking paths, inviting public areas and coordinated 
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wellness activities or events. The Village of New Haven can facilitate programs and services that will 
engage its middle-aged and elderly population. These residents have invested in New Haven by, in some 
cases, living in the community for decades. One way for the Village to acknowledge this loyalty is to 
provide its residents with excellent parks and recreation programs and services.  
 
The Village has also seen an increase in its number of school age children (5-19 years old), while 
retaining the largest percentage of its population in the family formation age group (20-44 years old). 
Combined, these two groups account for over 60% of the Village’s population, and its parks and 
recreation programs should be designed to reflect this. Creating safe neighborhoods and school districts, 
as well as offering engaging programs and leagues will allow the kids and families in the Village to fully 
utilize and enjoy these facilities. While the future population of New Haven is ultimately unknown, the 
ability to adapt its facilities and services around a changing population is one of the most important 
measures of success.  
 

Community Land Use and Natural Features 

One of the most essential functions when planning for parks and recreation is analyzing land. The 

distribution of land uses, natural features, and development patterns will impact where a community 

can and should invest in parks and recreation resources. For example, new residential developments 

provide opportunities to link parks with growing population clusters, pristine natural areas allow for a 

community to highlight environmental stewardship, and exclusive recreational zoning districts protect 

and preserve land for parks and other recreation infrastructure.  By analyzing land uses and natural 

features the Village of New Haven can better integrate parks and recreation into the existing community 

fabric. 

 

Land Use 

The character of our physical environment is influenced by a multitude of factors. Foremost among 
these are the use of land, its distribution within the community and the relationship of these uses to one 
another. These ingredients strongly influence the overall character and identity of a community. They 
also impact quality of life and our relative degree of satisfaction with our surroundings.  Land use 
characteristics and significant physical features establish the foundation upon which the future of the 
community will be based. They also exercise great influence on the development potential of the 
community. The central feature of this section is an examination of the Village of New Haven’s land use 
characteristics. Each of the Village’s individual land use categories are discussed, to include the amount 
of land devoted to each category and the distribution of the uses within the community.  Current 
information will also be compared to previous land use surveys to illustrate trends.   
 
Methodology 
 
Existing land use data for the Village of New Haven was compiled from Lenox Township March 2014 
Board of Review assessment records, 2012 aerial photography and a 2014 field study.  Land use features 
were recorded on a parcel-by parcel basis on a Village base map. Aerial photographs and site plans were 
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used as a secondary source of information to verify the land use patterns observed in the field. Each 
category was calculated to determine the amount of land area occupied by each individual land use.  
 
Land Use Categories 
 
Residential Development  
Single-family residences, multi-family complexes, duplexes, single-family attached, and mobile home 
parks are all available within the Village of New Haven.  
 
Single-family Residential  
Single-family residential represents the largest portion of the developed acreage in New Haven. 
According to the existing land use map approximately 362.82 acres of land are being used for this 
purpose, which accounts for 22.46% of the land within the Village. Traditionally, single-family 
developments were located around the Village’s core downtown area, with homes constructed on 
smaller lots on small narrow streets often mixed in with commercial or adjacent to industrial land uses. 
During the mid-2000’s single-family planned unit developments were developed in a more subdivision 
development style. The Village’s more contemporary suburbs are single-family residential enclaves that 
integrate amenities including parks space and schools.  
 
Multiple-family Residential  
Multiple-family residential occupies approximately 25.40 acres of land, the majority of which are located 
within the northwest portion of the Village. Multiple-family developments currently are a small 
percentage of land use in the Village; however the community has targeted areas to expand multiple-
family residential units.  
 
Manufactured Housing/Mobile Home Parks  
Manufactured housing provides another housing option for Village residents. Two parks are currently 
located in the Village: on the west side of Gratiot Avenue, north of 27 Mile Road and east of Gratiot 
Avenue; and south of 27 Mile Road. According to the existing land use map these developments occupy 
approximately 148.01 acres of land. Manufactured Housing occupies 9.16% of land in the Village.  
 
Office/Commercial  
Office and commercial uses combined occupy approximately 74.80 acres of the land area of New Haven. 
A number of public uses could also be classified as office or commercial such as municipal offices or the 
new medical building on Gratiot which is a public health facility that has medical offices and provides 
outpatient treatment services. The majority of these uses are located along the Gratiot Avenue or along 
New Haven Road near the Village’s downtown district. As of 2014, approximately 4.63% of the 
developed land within the Village was comprised of office and commercial type of uses.  
 
Industrial  
Industrial uses occupy 92.96 acres of land, accounting for 5.76% of the developed land. The majority of 
these uses are concentrated along the Grand Trunk Railroad corridor and in the southern half of the 
Village. A large percentage of the vacant land is also designated for industrial development.  
 
Public and Semi-Public  
Public and Semi-public uses include schools, parks, churches, fraternal organizations golf courses and 
other community-operated facilities. Collectively, these uses represent 205.26 acres of land in the 
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Village. Public/semi-public uses account for 12.71% of the developed land within the Village of New 
Haven.  
 
Transportation, Communications and Utilities 
Community infrastructure, rail transportation, public roads and utilities account for 193.34 acres of land 
use in the Village.  CN/GTW rail corridor occupies 36 acres of land that bisects the Village paralleling 
Gratiot Avenue to its east.  The Village’s public road network accounts for 172.23 acres or 10.66% of its 
total being used as road right-of-way.   
 
Vacant  
More than 512.58 acres of land in the Village of New Haven are undeveloped, representing the second 
largest land use category in the Village. This includes: vacant undeveloped wooded areas on the north 
side of the village; abandoned former industrial sites on the south side of the village; and the 
environmentally protected wetlands and designated floodplains. While vacant land is evident 
throughout the Village, certain parcels present unique barriers to development and therefore the supply 
of vacant land is not the best indicator of development potential in New Haven.  
 
Changes in Land Use  
The 2014 survey updates data previously collected in 1995 prior to developing the 1997 Master Plan. 
The table below shows the change in land use distribution from 1995 to 2014 by total acres and by 
percentage of total area.  By comparing the results of the current land use inventory with the previous 
survey, one can examine trends that may impact future development in the Village. The following trends 
have implications for future land use decisions:   
 

 The land development for single-family dwelling units more than tripled since the previous 
Master Plan was adopted. Likewise, land devoted to manufactured housing more than doubled 
in the same time period. This suggests perhaps a need for alternative housing types such as 
additional moderate density, mixed-use, multifamily or senior housing to add variety and 
housing alternatives for residents. This massive increase in residential land use also creates 
additional demand for public facilities and services.  

 There was a significant increase in office and commercial land use which tends to directly follow 
new residential development. This plan predicts the Village will experience significant growth in 
commercial and office development in the next ten years to meet the demand of the new 
residents as residential development will likely taper off.  

 The amount of property devoted to industrial uses also doubled during this time period as the 
village has successfully developed and retained manufacturing, warehouse and storage uses. 
Several businesses have expanded or upgraded their New Haven facilities. However, it may be 
difficult to measure growth purely based on land use because many of the industrial parcels are 
several acres in size but only a small portion of the site is actually being used for industrial 
purposes.  

 As expected in a growing community like New Haven, vacant land declined by 136.62  acres, a 
reduction of nearly 22%. This rapid reduction might necessitate the need for open space 
preservation, recreation planning, land banking, right-of-way preservation or changes to the 
zoning code to preserve the natural environment and quality of life for current and future 
residents.  
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    Table 18 Land Use 1995-2014 Village of New Haven 

                                                                     2014 1995 
1995-2014 

Change 

Category Acres Percent Acres Percent in Acres 

Single Family 362.82 22.46% 131.90 10.39% 230.92 

Multiple Family 25.40 1.57% 25.00 1.97% -2.26 

Mobile Home Park 148.01 9.16% 60.00 4.73% 88.01 

Office/Commercial 74.80 4.63% 11.50 0.91% 65.96 

Industrial 92.96 5.76% 101.20 7.97% -8.24 

Public/Semi-Public 205.26 12.71% 90.40 7.12% 114.86 

Trans/Comm./Utilities 193.34 11.97% 200.00 15.76% -6.66 

Vacant 512.58 31.74% 649.20 51.15% -136.62 

Totals 1,615.17 100.00% 1,269.20 100.00% 345.97 
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Natural Features 
 
This section provides an inventory of natural features and environmentally significant areas in the 
Village of New Haven.  The Village’s natural environment undoubtedly has an impact on the character of 
the existing and future development trends. Specific environmental features considered in this 
inventory include geology, topography, flood hazards, soils, water, woodlands, wetlands and the 
Michigan Natural Features Inventory. The location of natural features influences the future 
development of specific areas, positively or negatively depending on the feature and the proposed 
development. When incorporated thoughtfully into development proposals, features such as wetlands 
and woodlands serve to enhance the character and appearance of the built environment. Often natural 
features are seen as a barrier to development and may be difficult to overcome due additional 
regulations and requirements. However, ignoring physical features during development can have 
significant, long-term negative consequences for the individual land owner, the municipality and the 
environment as a whole. The New Haven Master Plan was designed to take advantage of these natural 
features so that the built environment is in harmony with the environmental characteristics of the 
natural features rather than attempting to substantially change the surroundings.  
 
 
Topography  
 
Topography can have a significant influence on land development patterns. For example, site location, 
orientation and design of buildings, roads and utility routes are all influenced by topography. Where 
slopes are extreme, concerns exist relating to the ability of the land to bear the weight of buildings and 
the danger of erosion. Sometimes, topographic variations offer opportunities to appreciate the scenic 
environment. In New Haven, the absence of significant changes in topography can result in the need for 
man-made drainage improvements. The Village is relatively level with the land surface varying by only 
55 feet from the lowest to the highest point.  
 
Water  
 
The Village of New Haven is located entirely within the Belle River Watershed and has abundant water 
features that present unique challenges and opportunities. The Shook county drain bisects the Village 
from northwest to southeast; the Salt River runs north and south on the east side of the Village and the 
eastern portion of New Haven and Fish Creek which runs through the western portion of the Village. A 
number of man-made storm water detention ponds could potentially provide aesthetic water features 
to surrounding residential neighborhoods.  
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Flood Hazards  
 
A floodplain is an area of land along a lake, river or other water feature that is susceptible to being 
inundated by water as a result of heavy rains, snow melt, or other factors. Floodplains are naturally 
occurring physical features that provide for the temporary holding of this excessive water until such 
time as the receiving channel is capable of accepting the water. Floodplain areas and flood-risk zones 
are designated and regulated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). After review of 
information available from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and FEMA it is noted that two areas 
within the Village are prone to flooding, they are along the natural water courses of the Salt River and 
Fish Creek. The areas adjacent to county drains are also subject to flooding but not on the same scale. 
These areas have been identified as open space on the Land Use Plan because development in a 
floodplain could cause additional flooding in the community and potential environmental 
contamination.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Source: http://www.thomastwp.org/departments-services/community-development/flood-plain/ 

http://www.thomastwp.org/departments-services/community-development/flood-plain/
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Wetlands  
 
Wetlands are an important element of Michigan’s landscape.  Wetlands possess physical properties that 
have important consequences for planning purposes. Wetlands serve a number of necessary 
environmental functions that include: protecting water supplies: functioning as natural areas for 
floodwater; and providing a habitat for many types of plants and animals. Development in or around 
wetlands are regulated by several State statutes, the most prominent of which is Part 303, Wetlands 
Protection, of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection Act (P.A. 451 of 1994 as amended).  
 
Wetlands do exist within the Village in two small pockets located along the south and west borders of 
the Village. A singular pocket of wetlands are located on the west side of the Village. The majority of 
remaining wetlands is of the forested type and is located along the banks of the Salt River. Two smaller 
pockets of forested wetlands are located in the north and south areas of the Village.  
 
The preservation of the Village’s natural wetlands has been possible through local planning efforts. The 
existing wetland areas are designated as open space in the master plan and therefore cannot be zoned 
for development. This ensures that these environmentally sensitive and poorly drained geological areas 
are preserved.  
 
 
 

 
 
Souce: http://www.earthlyissues.com/ 

http://www.earthlyissues.com/
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Soils 
 
Soil characteristics have an important influence on the ability of land to support various types of land 
uses, including roads, buildings, utilities and agriculture. Four specific soil characteristics influence their 
ability to be used for various purposes. These include the following:  

• Bearing Capacity - the ability to support the weight of roads, buildings or vehicles.  
• Erosion/Stability - the susceptibility of the soils to erosion hazards and the ability to 

accept weight, without causing mass movements such as mud flows and slides.  
• Drainage — the capacity of soils to transmit and receive water. This characteristic is 

especially important for determining the ability of soils to absorb storm water. Soil 
drainage characteristics are influenced by particle composition and water content.  

• Resource Value - the economic worth of the soil for agricultural purposes, or as a fill or 
mined material.  

 
The Village of New Haven’s soil characteristics were identified as part of the larger Macomb County Soil 
Survey conducted in 1967 by the United States Department of Agriculture Soil Conservation Service. 
Categories of soils with different characteristics and physical properties were identified as part of the 
survey. This process resulted in a patchwork or jigsaw-like pieces that fit together to portray a larger 
overall picture of existing soil characteristics. Three individual soils types are present in the Village.  
 
 
 
 

  Link to Macomb County Soil Survey:  Macomb Soil Survey 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_MANUSCRIPTS/michigan/macombMI1971/macombMI1971.pdf


Village of New Haven Parks & Recreation Plan 30 Day Public Review Draft Document 10/6/2015 
  

 28 
 

 
        



Village of New Haven Parks & Recreation Plan 30 Day Public Review Draft Document 10/6/2015 
  

 29 
 

Woodlands   
 
Woodlands are frequently only considered valuable as a visual amenity enhancing the natural or 
constructed environment. However, trees serve many other useful environmental purposes including 
the following: 
  

• Slope stabilization and erosion control  
• Conserving water quality  
• Maintaining a micro-climate  
• Filtering pollution from the atmosphere  
• Decreasing noise  
• Providing a habitat for wildlife  
 

Integrating woodlands into future development plans can improve the community’s overall 
environmental quality and enhance the appearance of the community.  
 
Presently, few wooded areas remain in the Village. They exist primarily along the Salt River and north of 
27 Mile Road in the western half of the Village. These areas of mature vegetation should be sensitively 
considered when reviewing future development proposals.  The wooded areas along the Salt River are 
protected by the wetland designation. The other wooded areas of the Village however are vulnerable. 
Future residential development could be “clustered” in order to minimize tree removal in future 
subdivisions.  
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Michigan Natural Features Inventory 
 
The Michigan Natural Features Inventory (MNFI) program conducts field surveys to locate and identify 
threatened and endangered species and communities throughout the state, created and maintains a 
database of all relevant species and community locations, provides data summaries and analysis in 
support of environmental reviews, and provides biological expertise to the Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR). The program is housed in the Wildlife Division, but provides relevant information to all 
DNR divisions, the Department of Environmental Quality, and other agencies and organizations. This 
program is an essential part of meeting the Department's legislated responsibilities for threatened and 
endangered species protection. 
 
Teams of scientists with expertise in botany, zoology, aquatic ecology, and ecology collect information 
about Michigan's native plants, animals, aquatic animals and natural ecosystems. 
 
MNFI has conducted surveys by foot, kayak, canoe, and air, from interior forests and grasslands, Great 
Lakes shores to remote islands in search of information about Michigan's special plants, animals and 
plant communities. 
 
Information is also gathered by studying museum and herbaria records, communicating with other 
scientists in the Great Lakes area, and reading published works. 
 
How is MNFI information used? 
 

 Information sharing 

 Reveal population trends and ecological requirements 

 Determine the range wide significance of individual occurrences 

 Set conservation priorities and assign "rarity" ranks 

 Identify data gaps and research needs 

 Guide land use and management activities 

 Access change over time and at different spatial scales 

 Inform regulatory agencies 
 
 
Sources: Michigan Department of Natural Resources Website  http://www.michigan.gov/dnr 
                 Michigan State University MNFI Website  http://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/dnr
http://mnfi.anr.msu.edu/
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Natural Features Summary 
 
As this section points out, the natural features of the community are profound environmental 
characteristics that add to New Haven’s character.  The Village must ensure that environmentally 
significant areas are protected and integrated into larger community plans.  Experience has proven that 
cooperation with nature, using imagination and creativity, is preferable to removing natural features. 
The Village should carefully examine each opportunity to complete its design in a manner that enhances 
the community’s livability. Planning can best assist in accomplishing this by encouraging designs that 
respect and work with nature.  
 
Like many communities in Macomb County, New Haven has some unique natural features. The Village 
has a unique opportunity to leverage these natural assets for future investments. As the  
Village seeks to invest in parks and recreation amenities it would greatly benefit the community and 
environment to embrace these natural assets. By incorporating these natural features with recreational 
infrastructure the Village can greatly enhance the quality of life of its residents and engage in a program 
of environmental stewardship that will preserve and protect these unique assets for future generations. 
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Section 2.0 Administrative Structure 

The planning, development, and maintenance of a comprehensive parks and recreation system cannot 

be accomplished without a unified administrative structure. A web of elected officials, boards, 

commissions, administrators, staffers, and volunteers is needed to ensure that investments are made 

soundly and services are delivered efficiently. From developing annual budgets to maintaining assets the 

administrative structure surrounding parks and recreation is vital to current operations and future 

accomplishments. The following section will detail the Village of New Haven’s Parks and Recreation 

Administrative Structure. Currently the Village’s Park and Recreation services are managed and 

administered by the following entities: New Haven Village Council (elected), New Haven Planning 

Commission (appointed), and the Village of New Haven Department of Public Works (staff). 

Village Council has authorized the Village Planning Commission to work directly with the Village planning 

consultants to develop this Parks and Recreation plan.  Upon adoption the implementation of the plan 

will be the responsibility of the proposed Village Recreation Board.   

The Village does not directly sponsor any formal recreational activities or programs at this time. The 

Department of Public Works maintains the Village-owned parks under the direction of the Village 

President and Council. Policies and procedures related to the use of the parks are posted at the park 

sites. 

Presently the Village does not have a parks and recreation coordinating body.  The establishment of 

such an entity to provide guidance, oversight and plan implementation is one of the key objectives of 

this plan.  The concept of establishing a Recreation Board for these purposes and others is presented in 

the sections below. 

 

Village Council 

The New Haven Village Council is the governing body of the Village. The council oversees the general 

administration of the Village including the Village’s general operating budget and capital improvement 

funds for parks and recreation facilities. By having control over Village finances the Village Council is the 

definitive authority on how parks and recreation services and facilities will be delivered to the 

community. 

Staff  
 
The Village does not have a full-time or part-time recreation director or administrator. The day to day 
recreation duties are provided by the Village administration and to some degree volunteers. The Village 
does not offer any programming, and therefore the greatest staffing needs are relative to park 
maintenance which is provided by the Department of Public Works.  
 
The Village will continue to utilize the Village planning consultants for future planning efforts, grant 

writing and technical staff assistance to the Recreation Board. 
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Recreation Board - PROPOSED 

In accordance with Public Act 156 of 1917, it is recommended that Village Council appoint a seven-
member Recreation Board for the purpose of overseeing the Village system of public recreation and 
playground facilities. The Recreation Board, will be responsible for the acquisition and maintenance of 
public equipment, land, buildings and other recreational facilities. The chairperson of the Board will be 
appointed by the Village Council and serve as Superintendent of Recreation for the Village.  
 
The Village is not currently collaborating with any other agencies on recreation however future 
coordination is desired in order to prevent duplication and provide for resident needs comprehensively 
in a fiscally responsible manner. Facilities exists within the Village that are not owned or operated by the 
Village such as the local school facilities and resources in planned unit development communities that 
have dedicated parks, open space and pathways, albeit private or semi-private use, which contribute to 
the supply of recreation for many Village residents. Thus, the newly formed Recreation Board, 
appointed by the Village Council, will be comprised of the following individuals:  
 

 The Public Works Director  

 A Village Trustee  

 A Village Planning Commissioner  

 A School District Representative  

 Three Residents-at-Large 
 

The Recreation Board is designed to provide a greater opportunity for coordinating recreation within the 
Village, fostering public-private cooperation and providing a voice to and from Village residents in the 
planning process. The Recreation Board will serve as a policy body under the Village Council on issues 
related to the delivery of recreation services. Typical duties and responsibilities should include:  
 

 Implementation of the Parks and Recreation Plan and Action Plan 

 Establishment of policies for delivering recreation services  

 Recommending the hiring of staff that will have the responsibility for the administration of   
    recreation programs and facilities on a day-to-day basis. The staff would then report back to  
    the Recreation Board on matters of policy and administration  

 Identifying available funding resources to implement recreation goals  

 Updating, as needed, the Village Recreation Plan; preparing a capital improvement program  

 Encouraging broad support for Village Recreation Programs 

 Coordination of community events and partnering opportunities to grow and market events 

 Acting as a central point of information for all parks and recreation activities within the Village 
and its surrounding communities 

 Development of a newsletter/calendar/website/marketing strategy to enhance Village’s 
communication with residents 
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Other Recreation Service Providers 

A number of recreation programs exist that provide team sport opportunities for Village youth.  

Although these programs are not affiliated with the Village some like New Haven Little League have 

existed for many years and have established wide spread local support.  New programs have come on 

line in recent years such as the Flag Football Youth Program and and the Youth Soccer Program which 

have greatly expanded recreation opportunities for Village youth.  Other organizations such as the Lenox 

Township Library and Haven Place also provide youth recreation programming opportunities. 

 

New Haven Little League 

Junior Hoops Youth Basketball Program 

Michigan Youth Flag Football Program  

Youth Soccer Program 

Haven Place  

Lenox Township Library 

Junior Rockets Cheer Academy 

Wrestling 

 

Village Council 

&

Village President

Planning 
Commission

Recreation Board

(proposed)

Building 
Department Staff

(Inspections)

Village 
Administrative 

Office Staff

(Fees, Permits & 
Registrations)

Department of 
Public Works Staff

(Maintenance)

Planning 
Consultants
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New Haven Community Schools  

There is no formal relationship between the Village of New Haven and the 

New Haven School District; however, there is a goal to work more closely 

together toward the implementation of this plan. Thus, the Village has 

designated a seat on the Recreation Board for a School District 

representative. 

 

Local Events 

A number of local events are sponsored throughout the year by local merchants, the faith based 

community, special interest groups and the Village of New Haven.  These annual events provide local 

residents with a number of fun, engaging, cultural educational and community building activities.  These 

events also foster a community sense of pride and place.  Throughout the 

years key events have grown in size and popularity and have begun to 

draw individuals from outside of the Village.  The 2015 co-hosted Rocket 

Fest & Rose Cellar Florist Event drew vendors and attendees from all over 

Macomb County and Southeast Michigan.  News coverage of the event by 

a number of local media outlets squarely placed the event on the list of 

notable annual local Macomb County community festivals.   

Festivals and community events can act as the catalyst for place making and community marketing.  

From an economic development perspective, it is these events that showcase a community to outside 

shoppers, investors and potential future residents. 

The Village of New Haven recognizes the multitude of benefits these festivals and events provide the 

community.  The Village, through the establishment of the Recreation board, wishes to become a more 

active player in promoting and helping to better market these events.   

Rocket Fest 

Rose Cellar Florist Festival  

Music in the Park Concert Series 

Community Tree Lighting Festival 

New Haven/Lenox Township  
Community Dinner 
 
Cancer Walk 

Memorial Day Parade 



Village of New Haven Parks & Recreation Plan 30 Day Public Review Draft Document 10/6/2015 
  

 38 
 

Bus Trips 

Senior Bus Trips 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Health Fair 

Cemetery Walk  
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Section 3.0 Parks and Recreation Inventory 

When a community seeks to develop a comprehensive parks and recreation master plan it is imperative 

to catalogue existing parks and recreation facilities. An extensive inventory of parks and recreation 

facilities will allow a community to highlight its assets, develop linkages, build off of innovative trends, 

and point out any gaps in services. Beginning with a community’s existing recreational framework all 

stakeholders involved can begin to develop strategies that will enhance and grow parks and recreation 

to new levels. During the Fall of 2014 staff members of the Macomb County Department of Planning and 

Economic Development conducted a survey of the Village’s existing parks and recreation resources. The 

following section will provide a complete inventory of parks and recreation facilities within the Village of 

New Haven, and highlight major facilities in surrounding areas. The section will begin with an overview 

of the regional parks and recreation environment, highlighting state and regional parks and recreation 

destinations surrounding the Village of New Haven. The inventory will then focus on the parks and 

recreation facilities owned and operated by the Village. An analysis of facilities owned by other agencies 

within the Village of New Haven will also be included in this section.  

State and Regional Inventory 

It is imperative that the Village of New Haven understand that parks and recreation cannot be 

provided in a silo. A myopic approach to parks and recreation planning will restrain the dynamic and 

engaging characteristics of parks and recreation. The Village is nestled in a region that has a wealth 

of parks and recreation destinations. As a region, Southeast Michigan has illustrated a longstanding 

commitment to parks and recreation. From major park systems to wildlife preservation areas, the 

State of Michigan and the Huron-Clinton Metroparks Authority have established a network of 

services and facilities that provide users of all abilities and interests with plentiful parks and 

recreation destinations. Sixteen (16) State parks and recreation areas are located in the five-county 

region surrounding New Haven. In total these state recreation facilities encompass over 50,000 

acres of land. These state facilities offer a wide range of parks and recreation services including 

trails, swimming, fishing, boating, picnicking, camping, nature preserves, cross-country skiing, and 

many others. The only State Park located in Macomb County is the undeveloped Wetzel State 

Recreation Area. This 900+ acre site is an undeveloped park providing areas for hiking, hunting, 

snowmobiling and cross-country skiing. The Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA) is a 

regional park system created by the Citizens of Southeast Michigan in the 1940’s. This regional 

parks authority provides recreational and educational opportunities while serving as stewards of 

the natural environment. HCMA believes that the use of parks and exposure to natural 

environments enhance society’s health and quality of life.  

 

 

 



Village of New Haven Parks & Recreation Plan 30 Day Public Review Draft Document 10/6/2015 
  

 40 
 

 



Village of New Haven Parks & Recreation Plan 30 Day Public Review Draft Document 10/6/2015 
  

 41 
 

Macomb County is home to three HCMA parks: Stony Creek 

Metropark located in Washington Township; Wolcott Mill 

Metropark located in Ray Township; and Lake St. Clair Metro 

Park located in Harrison 

Township. Each of these 

facilities offers a wide array of 

parks and recreation 

opportunities at a grand scale. 

From the public beach at Lake 

St. Clair Metropark, to the 

Farm Center at Wolcott Mill, to 

the golf course at Stony Creek 

each park attracts large 

amounts of visitors from 

around the region. Each of the 

noted facilities has a profound 

impact on recreation in New Haven. Residents of the Village are users of these facilities and it is 

important for New Haven to understand how it can leverage and learn from the success of these 

parks and recreation destinations. 

 

Macomb County Inventory 

Macomb County operates a system of parks and recreation opportunities through a network of 

elected officials, administrators, and commissions. County Executive Mark A. Hackel works in chorus 

with the Macomb County Board of Commissioners, and a network of County Departments in 

developing strategies and programs for parks and recreation. Currently, Macomb County oversees 

only one active parks and recreation amenity, the Macomb Orchard Trail. This 27 mile non-

motorized trail is the anchor of Macomb County’s regional trail network, and is managed by the 

County. The County is also an active partner in the operations surrounding the Freedom Trail, which 

is a non-motorized trail traversing Sterling Heights, Clinton Township, Harrison Township, and 

ending at Lake St. Clair Metropark. Macomb County also owns Freedom Hill County Park, a 100+ 

acre park facility located in Sterling Heights. The facility includes festival grounds, memorials, picnic 

areas and pavilions, non-motorized trails, a major venue amphitheater and indoor recreation 

center. 
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At the local level Macomb County has had a longstanding commitment to providing local units of 

government with assistance in developing local parks and recreation plans and grant 

administration/assistance. Macomb County has leveraged partnerships and administrative 

resources to fortify local parks and recreation programs. At the regional level, Macomb County has 

taken a more active approach to promoting the potential surrounding Lake St. Clair. Focusing on 

public access, recreational opportunities, and environmental stewardship, Macomb County is a 

leading force behind the revitalization of Lake St. Clair. As Macomb County continues to evolve 

under its newly established Executive form of government, elected officials, staff, and volunteers 

will ensure that parks and recreation facilities and services will continue to be an important public 

priority. 

 

Village of New Haven Inventory 

The Village of New Haven has a network of parks and recreation facilities that service the 

community. In total there are 14 parks and recreation facilities in the Village. Of these 14 facilities, 

there are 3 owned and operated by the Village of New Haven, 4 administered under the authority 

of the New Haven Public School District, 1 operated by Merritt Academy Charter School and 7 

private neighborhood parks maintained through home owners associations or as amenities of a 

manufactured housing community. Collectively, these facilities account for 124 acres of land 

scattered throughout the community incorporating unique landscapes and settings. From large 

tracts of open space to the core of the Village’s central business district, these parks and recreation 

facilities are ingrained in the community fabric. In order to adequately inventory these facilities for 

the community, and meet the requirements set forth by the State of Michigan Department of 

Natural Resources “Guidelines for the Development of Community Parks, Recreation, Open Space, 

and Greenway Plans”, the following section will extensively review each facility. For each facility the 

following information will be catalogued: park name, park size, park amenities, accessibility 

assessments, park map, and photographs.  

 

 



Village of New Haven Parks & Recreation Plan 30 Day Public Review Draft Document 10/6/2015 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                        44 
 

 



Village of New Haven Parks & Recreation Plan 30 Day Public Review Draft Document 10/6/2015 
 
 

                                                                                                                                                                        45 
 

Community Maintained Parks 
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Privately Maintained Parks and Recreation Facilities 
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Accessibility 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources in their publication “Guidelines for the Development of 

Community Park, Recreation, Open Space, and Greenway Plans” states that recreational areas, facilities, 

and programs play an important role in the life of the community; therefore it is essential that people 

with disabilities have an equal opportunity to enjoy these areas and any programs provided. Federal and 

state laws prohibit discrimination on the basis of disability, and these laws apply to parks and other 

recreation lands and programs controlled and operated by local units of government. The DNR has a 

strong commitment to barrier free recreational opportunities in our Department-managed programs 

and facilities. This commitment extends to those communities that receive recreation grants. 

The accessibility assessment for the Village of New Haven’s parks and recreation facilities was done on 

the rating scale listed below:  

1 = none of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines  
2 = some of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines  
3 = most of the facilities/park areas meet accessibility guidelines  
4 = the entire park meets accessibility guidelines  
5 = the entire park was developed/renovated using the principals of universal design. 
 

Park or Recreation Facility Accessibility Rating 

Village Park 3 

Fountain Park 4 

Division Street Park 3 

New Haven High School 2 

New Haven Special Education Building 2 

New Haven Elementary 2 

Merritt Academy 2 

Amherst Subdivision 2 

Decora Park Subdivision 2 

Meadow Creek Mobile Home Park 2 

Riverbrook Mobile Home Park - Main 1 

Riverbrook Mobile Home Park - North 1 

Riverbrook Mobile Home Park - South 1 

Riverbrook Mobile Home Park – Community Center 3 
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Non-Motorized Transportation – Sidewalks, Bike Paths and Trails 

When inventorying Parks and Recreation facilities within the Village it was deemed important to 

examine the community’s non-motorized transportation network.  Non-motorized transportation 

includes walking and bicycling as a means of accessing the community.  During workshop sessions 

Village residents voiced a need for community connectivity and sited safety concerns in a number of 

areas around the Village.  Top concerns of residents included gaps in existing sidewalk system, 

pedestrian safety along the Gratiot Avenue corridor and connecting schools, parks, municipal offices and 

senior community center.   

Within the Village the sidewalk system is functional and provides walking options between most 

community facilities.  The sidewalk system does present users with gaps along key routes within the 

community.   Presently New Haven does not have any dedicated bikeways.  A bikeway is another non-

motorized transportation mode that allows bikers to ride within the roadway to connect into the local 

road network and provide access to places outside their community. Trails allow both bicycle and 

pedestrian users to travel outside the road right-of-way on a more scenic route to their destination.   

The Village of New Haven plans to engage Macomb County to encourage the extension of the Macomb 

Orchard regional trail to the Village and north along the Gratiot Avenue corridor to the City of 

Richmond. 
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Section 4.0 Planning and Public Input Process 

The Village of New Haven employed a number of planning and public input techniques to develop this 

Parks and Recreation Master Plan. In order to adequately engage a comprehensive network of 

stakeholders the Village utilized the Planning Commission, Village Council, Village Administrators, 

Recreation Stakeholder groups, the Macomb County Department of Planning and Economic 

Development (MCPED) and comments/interactions from the general public to craft the goals and 

objectives presented in this document. The following section will highlight the planning and public input 

procedures taken by these vested groups of stakeholders to develop a comprehensive Parks and 

Recreation Plan. This process allowed the community to analyze existing conditions and resources, 

strategize for future investments, and cultivate a forward thinking approach to the next era of parks and 

recreation within the Village of New Haven.  

Planning Methods  

To facilitate a professional and impactful planning experience, the Village of New Haven tasked MCPED 

to assist in the development of the Parks and Recreation Master Plan. Planning staff from the County 

were brought in to tabulate data, assess existing resources, and facilitate workshops and informational 

sessions. When the Village and MCPED began to compile the data and resources for the foundation of 

this Parks and Recreation Master Plan it became evident that the most appropriate means of planning 

would be a systems based approach.  

The systems approach to planning was developed by James D. Mertes and James R. Hall for the National 

Recreation and Park Association in 1995. This planning approach is a process of assessing the park, 

recreation, and open space needs of a community and translating that information into a framework for 

meeting the physical, spatial, and facility requirements to satisfy those needs. The community and its 

planning stakeholders decided to apply this planning method because it considered all parks and 

recreation facilities, programs and services as a part of larger structure. A new playground at one park 

would not just change the physical environment of that single facility, or a new senior citizen program at 

the recreation center would not just need space and volunteers to hold the event. Each decision can 

influence additional elements of the parks and recreation system within the Village. A single strategy or 

investment has the ability to alter user patterns and increase or decrease additional parks and 

recreation needs. It is this interlinkage between parks and recreation facilities, programs and services 

that creates a dynamic atmosphere where the Village must continually evaluate and create appropriate 

policies and procedures for parks and recreation.  

In order to effectively utilize this system based approach, the Village founded this Parks and Recreation 

Master Plan on a wide-ranging inventory of all the community’s parks and recreation facilities. 

Presented in Section 3.0, the inventory illustrates existing conditions and amenities located throughout 

the community. This inventory, coupled with the demographic analysis created for the Community 

Description, has become the baseline for future planning and investment. In the following section the 

plan will highlight a series of goals and objectives that will lead New Haven into the next 5 years of 

parks and recreation prosperity. The goals and objectives will then be linked to a strategic plan of 
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action that recommends specific parks and recreation projects to be undertaken over the lifespan 

of this document. Each goal, objective and subsequent action plan was crafted with the intent to 

create a more comprehensive system of parks and recreation services within the Village of New 

Haven. 

 

Public Input Process  

Open Meetings 

The Village of New Haven took great strides to engage both stakeholder groups and the general 

public in the development of this Parks and Recreation Master Plan. The Village utilized the 

Planning Commission as the primary sounding board for any comments and input regarding the 

Plan. At the Commissions monthly public meetings the Village promoted an open invitation to 

members of the general public to comment and participate in the development of the Plan. Over 

the span of XXXX months the Planning Commission discussed and drafted different elements of the 

plan at each of its meetings. The following sections were presented at Planning Commission 

meetings:  

• February 2015 – Plan Development Timeline and Strategy  
• March 2015 – Community Description & Demographics  
• May 2015 – Administrative Structure & Parks and Recreation  
      Inventory  
• August 2015 – Planning & Public Input Process 
• September 2015 – Goals and Objectives 
• October 2015 – Action Plan & 30 Day Public Review Draft 

 

Public Workshops 

During the course of the planning 

process the Village hosted two Parks 

and Recreation workshops.  The first of 

these was held June 2, 2015 at the 

regularly scheduled meeting of the 

Planning Commission.  This informal 

session was designed to gather input 

from elected community officials and 

key Village department heads.  At this 

session the parks and recreation 

planning process and project time line 

were presented.  Attendees provided the 

Planning Commission with their recommendations for the community and ideas for future projects 
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and funding.  The second workshop was held on August 4, 2015 at a special time prior to the 

regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting.  This meeting was targeted for recreation 

stakeholders which included organizations providing recreation programming, the New Haven 

School District and the general public.  Attendees were lead through a series of exercises designed 

to identify strengths and weaknesses within the existing park system and private programming 

offerings.  Attendees were also asked to develop a list of recommendations for each park and the 

non-motorized network of paths and sidewalks.  Summaries of the public workshops can be found 

in the appendix of this plan. 

 

Community Survey 

The Village of New Haven released an online 

community parks, recreation and non-motorized 

survey as an additional method of gathering input 

during the plan development process.  Leveraging 

resources of the Macomb County Department of 

Planning and Economic Development the Village 

posted the survey on August 5, 2015  Content 

consisted of twelve questions focusing on household 

demographics, park usage, path and sidewalk usage 

and recommendations for the improvement of all 

recreation elements.    Links to the online survey were circulated via social media and via notices at 

the Village offices.  Survey respondents could also obtain a paper copy of the survey from the 

Village offices or the library.    The survey was closed on October 1, 2015 and the results tabulated 

and analyzed.  In total there were XXX respondents.  A copy of the survey and a summary of the 

results can be found in the appendix of this plan. 

 

Public Comment Period and Public Hearing 

The draft plan was completed in October 2015 and was released to the public for the 30 day review 

period on DAY MONTH DATE YEAR. During the 30 day review period the general public had an 

opportunity to review the Plan at the Village Offices, library or online at the Community’s website. 

The 30 day review period ended on MONTH DATE YEAR, and the Planning Commission finalized the 

document and sent it to Village Council for scheduling a public hearing and final plan approval. The 

public hearing for the proposed Parks and Recreation Master Plan was held on MONTH DATE YEAR. 

The Village Council approved and adopted the Parks and Recreation Master Plan on DAY MONTH 

DATE YEAR. Over a span of XXX months the residents of the Village of New Haven had XXX 
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opportunities at public meetings to provide input on the plan. At each meeting members of the 

public were encouraged to ask questions and provide feedback on the documents progress.  
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SECTION 5.0 Goals and Objectives 

Within the Village of New Haven parks and recreation is a 
system of services that is administered by a dynamic network 
of elected officials, department heads, volunteers, private 
organizations, non-profits and the faith-based community.  In 
preparing this Parks and Recreation Master Plan the Village of 
New Haven has created a series of goals and objectives that 
will act as benchmarks for the Village over the next five years.  
These policy statements will guide the community in the 
organization, development and administration of the Village’s 
parks and recreation services. In developing these goals and 
objectives the Village of New Haven recognized that its 
community is continually evolving. The political, financial, 
social and physical environment of the Village is in a constant 
state of change; however the Village has expressed its desire 
to more effectively provide parks and recreation services. As 
opportunities and challenges arise the Village must be able to make 
informed and impactful decisions that will allow the Village and parks and recreation to grow. In 
order to develop these goals and objectives the Village considered a number of community factors. 
Each series of goals and objectives incorporates demographic and economic considerations, 
physical characteristics and municipal feasibility. As these policy statements were being created the 
Village reviewed each element in an open setting allowing for public input.  
 
The following is a list of recommended goals and objectives designed to guide the future of parks 
and recreation within the Village of New Haven. By design these goals are painted with a very broad 
brush with the intent of being as open and inclusive of all future opportunities that may present 
themselves to the Village over the life of the plan.  Specific recommendations have been aligned 
with the broad goals and are presented as objectives.  Goals are the destination.  The objectives 
serve as the compass.  Each objective represents an action or set of actions that once achieved will 
help the community attain its goals. 
 

Goal 1:  Establish an administrative structure for Parks and Recreation within the Village 

The Village of New Haven will establish an administrative structure and budget to 

facilitate parks and recreation. 

 Village Council establishes a Parks and Recreation Board to administer Parks and 

Recreation Master Plan, budget and Action Plan 

 Parks and Recreation Board works with sponsors and partners to market and 

promote all seasonal events, youth sports programs, library and faith based 

community programs along with Village sponsored events 

 Village Council establishes a formal Parks and Recreation line item<s> within the 

Village budget 
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Goal 2:  Provide for Parks and Recreation Opportunities 

The Village of New Haven, through its Parks and Recreation Board, will explore 

future opportunities to expand park and recreation facilities and programs for 

Village residents and visitors. 

 Expand the Village’s offerings of Parks and Recreation programming and 

activities 

 Explore a dedicated funding source for Parks and Recreation programming 

 Develop a parks and recreation capital improvement program that will establish 

a means of investing in physical improvements to the Village’s parks and 

recreation facilities 

 Identify areas where the Village of New Haven can establish new, or expand 

existing, parks and recreation facilities, programs, partnerships and services 

 Explore the feasibility of developing a community splash park 

 Repurpose and redevelop Division Street Park 

 Pledge that all parks and recreation facilities, programs and services are 

administered in a safe and secure environment 

 

Goal 3:  Community Development and Engagement 

The Village of New Haven recognizes that parks and recreation services can serve as 

a catalyst for strengthening community pride and uniting residents. 

 Ensure that all residents and visitors, regardless of age or ability, can adequately 

access parks and recreation facilities, services and programs 

 Develop a more comprehensive assortment of parks and recreation programs 

engaging a wider spectrum of residents and visitors. Include additional services 

and programs for special populations, such as seniors and school aged children. 

 Create partnerships with corresponding parks and recreation service providers 

within the County, region and state 

 Enhance communication with residents, stakeholders and service providers by 

utilizing multiple media and print resources to communicate parks and 

recreation information. 

 Engage community through events and programs that highlight the cultural 

assets and unique traditions of the Village 
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Goal 4:  Environmental Stewardship 

The Village of New Haven will leverage parks and recreation facilities, programs 

and services to highlight, preserve and protect environmentally significant areas 

within the Village. 

 Determine the location and character of environmentally significant areas 

throughout the community 

 Target environmentally significant areas for preservation and parks and 

recreation purposes 

 Support and partner with local, county, and regional initiatives surrounding the 

environment and Lake St. Clair 

Goal 5:  Support Economic Development 

The Village of New Haven will leverage parks and recreation facilities, programs 

and services to generate economic growth and prosperity. 

 Promote and partner with festivals and special events to increase activity and 

interest in the Village of New Haven 

 Link investments in parks and recreation to larger community projects including 

private developments and infrastructure improvements 

 Explore opportunities for local businesses to partner with parks and recreation 

through marketing, sponsorships and promotions 

Goal 6:  Enhance Community Connectivity 

The Village of New Haven will provide residents a non-motorized system of 

sidewalks, bike paths and trails that provides connectivity to community assets and 

promotes healthy lifestyles for Village residents. 

 Improve pedestrian circulation and safety throughout the community 

 Connect resident population to parks, schools, community facilities through a 

network of sidewalks, bike paths and trails 

 Engage County and neighboring local units of government to connect the Village 

to the expanding network of regional trails 

 Engage Michigan Department of Transportation and the Macomb County 

Department of Roads to enhance pedestrian safety in the Gratiot Avenue 

corridor and the Gratiot Avenue/New Haven Road (M-19) intersection. 

 Continue to identify and prioritize service gaps and safety issues in the Village 

sidewalk network. 

 Engage private developers to extend/enhance the network of trails within the 

community by providing linkages through their developments. 
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SECTION 6.0 Action Plan 

Throughout the development of this document the Village of New Haven has engaged its residents, 
recreation service provider stakeholders and community leaders in examining the state of its parks and 
recreation facilities.  Demographic trends were examined to assess the future needs of individual 
segments of the population, while public input gave insight to the perceptions and desires of the 
community.   The resulting goals and objectives, detailed in section five, provide a framework for guiding 
the actions of the community over the duration of the plan.   
 
The Village of New Haven has developed a set of action items to be considered for implementation over 
the next five years.  The action items have been categorized by park facility or as a community wide 
action.  They have also been prioritized as items to be addressed in the next 1-2 (short term), 3-5 (long 
term) years or as ongoing tasks.   
 
Funding for the proposed improvements can come solely from the general fund or from a combination 
of funding sources.  The choice of how to fund elements of the action plan can be flexible through the 
leveraging of different combinations of funding sources.  Listed below are suggested funding sources 
that should be leveraged to implement the plan 
 

 
General Funds  
 
The Village of New Haven has utilized general fund money to 
maintain and operate the park system. Any future 
improvements will remain dependent on these tax-supported 
funds, as will the continued operation and maintenance of the 
park system. Recreation planning will have to be coordinated 
with the yearly budgeting process for the Village’s general 
fund. 
 

 
Foundation, Council and Demonstration Grants 
 
There are a variety of foundation, council (i.e. Watershed Council) and 
demonstration grants through various agencies available to partially 
finance portions of the recommended master plan.   
 
 
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LAWCON)  
 
The Land and Water Conservation Fund is a federally 
funded program administered by the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources, This program will provide funds on a 
50/50 reimbursable matching basis for the development of 
outdoor and limited indoor recreation facilities. Funds are 
awarded to local projects after all project applications 
submitted in a year have been evaluated. The local share of 
a project can be cash, approved donations of service and material, 
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credit for locally assumed costs, and/or donated after project approval.  
The minimum grant amount is $15,000 and the maximum grant amount 
is $500,000. 
 
 
Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)  
 
The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, also administered 
by MDNR, utilizes royalties from oil, gas, and other mineral 
developments on state-owned lands to help finance the 
acquisition and development 
of outdoor recreation facilities. Matching local funds are 
required in the amount of at least 25% of the total project cost. 
The minimum development grant amount is $15,000 and the maximum 
grant amount is $500,000. Projects proposed under this program should 
be directed towards helping meet statewide goals, including natural 
resource protection, water access, urban recreation, economic 
development, and community recreation. Land acquisition is an eligible 
funded item, as well as, trail and pathway development, waterfront 
access projects, and projects incorporating universal design. 
 
 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Recreation Passport 
Grants  
 
PA 32 of 2010 created the Local Public Recreation Facilities Fund 
to be used for the development of public recreation facilities for 
local units of government. Money for this fund is derived from the 
sale of the Recreation Passport which replaces the resident Motor 
Vehicle Permit (MVP) — or window sticker — for state park entrance. 
The passport will be required for entry to state parks, recreation areas 
and boating access sites. The first $12,730,000.00 will be distributed to 
replace lost revenue from the elimination of the motor vehicle permit 
and boating access site permits, as well as to pay for administration by 
the Secretary of State. Ten percent of remaining revenue will be used to 
fund the Recreation Passport local grant program. The grant program 
may only be used for local development projects. The program is 
focused on renovating and improving existing parks, but the 
development of new parks is eligible. 
 
Minimum Grant Request: $7,500 Maximum Grant Request: $45,000. 
 
All grants are paid as reimbursement for actual expenses (i.e. the 
community pays for the work and is then reimbursed at the percent 
(listed in the grant agreement) of the cost up to the grant amount). Only 
those costs directly associated with the construction of the project will 
be reimbursed, including engineering costs and the costs associated 
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with obtaining permits. Overhead, maintenance, administration, and 
cost overruns are not eligible for assistance. 
 
 
Projects must fulfill the following requirements in order to be eligible: 
 

 • Current annual capital improvement plan (CIP) – plan must 
include the proposed project. If your community does not have 
a CIP, you must have a current approved recreation plan on file 
with the DNR.  
 
• The applicant must own, have a perpetual easement, or lease 
the project site. 
 
• Unimpeded access to the project site must be secured 
through ownership or an easement of term no less than the 
length of time that control of the project site is secured.  
 
• The grantee must, at a minimum, design and maintain the 
facilities subject to the application in compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, as amended. Facilities 
that are designed for universal accessibility are strongly 
encouraged 
 

 
Transportation Alternatives Program - TAP Program (MDOT, FHWA)  
 
The Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP), a component of 
the Federal MAP-21 Surface Transportation Program, offers 
funding opportunities to help expand transportation choices and 
enhance the transportation experience through implementing a 
number of transportation improvements, including pedestrian and 
bicycle infrastructure and safety programs, historic preservation and 
rehabilitation of transportation facilities, environmental mitigation 
activities, and safe routes to school programs.  The program is 
administered by the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG).  Application information, project eligibility and grant 
schedules are available online at www.semcog.org. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.semcog.org/
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Community-wide Action Items 

Action Item 
Village 
Council 

P&R 
Board 

Village 
Departments 

Community 
Partners 

Short, Long, or 
Ongoing  

Establish Park and Recreation Board X       Short Term 

Establish Parks & Recreation line Item in Village budget X       Short Term 

Develop a Parks and Recreation Capital Improvement Program X X     Short Term 

Parks and Recreation Board establishes marketing and communication program 
designed to promote all seasonal events, youth sports programs, library and faith 
based community programs and Village sponsored events 

  X   X Ongoing 

Target environmentally significant areas for preservation and park and recreation 
purposes 

  X     Ongoing 

Identify areas where the Village can establish new or expanded existing parks and 
facilities 

X X     Ongoing 

Explore a dedicated funding source for Parks and Recreation programming X X     Long Term 

Develop new park for team sports - soccer, baseball, softball on land owned by 
the Village 

X X X   Long Term 

Develop indoor Recreation Center facility X X     Long Term 

Explore partnerships with corresponding parks and recreation service providers 
within the county, region and state 

  X     Long Term 
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New Haven Community Park 

Action Item 
Village 
Council 

P&R 
Board 

Village 
Departments 

Community 
Partners 

Short, Long, or 
Ongoing  

Explore expansion of park property X X     Short Term 

Increase pedestrian safety and access to park via signed and striped crosswalk at 
Prospect and Havenridge Roads 

    X X Short Term 

Develop community splash pad park   X   X Long Term  

            

 

 

Fountain Park 

Action Item 
Village 
Council 

P&R 
Board 

Village 
Departments 

Community 
Partners 

Short, Long, or 
Ongoing  

Develop restroom facilities with drinking fountains   X X   Long Term  

Develop band stand / gazebo structure   X X X Long Term  

Enhance existing electrical service to include additional lighting   X X   Long Term  
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Division Street Park 

Action Item 
Village 
Council 

P&R 
Board 

Village 
Departments 

Community 
Partners 

Short, Long, or 
Ongoing  

Develop a reuse / redevelopment plan for park   X     Short Term 

Clean up and enhance existing plantings, trees and shrubbery     X X Short Term 
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Parks & Recreation Plan Workshop #1 Summary 

New Haven Planning Commission 3/3/2015 

Audience:  Community Officials, Public Safety, Community Departments 

 

 

Park Assets 

Community Park 
Fountain Park 
Division Street Park 
Community Center 
 

Concerns 

Vandalism 
Lighting improvements 
 

Capital Improvements 

Community Park – lighting w/ motion sensors, splash zone 
Fountain Park – lighting w/ motion sensors, landscaping, pavilion/gathering place 
Division Street Park – landscaping improvements, playscape 
Repurpose Division Street church property 
Environmental demonstration projects  - in park learning opportunities 
 
Programming 

Establish Parks and Recreation Committee as programming body 
Festival s and Events – Rocket Fest, Rose Cellar, Easter Egg Hunt, River Day, Music in the Park Series, 
Cancer Walk, Library activities 
 
Stakeholders 
 
New Haven Schools 
Little League Program 
Clinton River Watershed Council 
Haven Place 
Macomb County Public Works Office 
Macomb County Department of Roads 
MDOT 
MDNR 
 



Village of New Haven Parks & Recreation Plan          30 Day Public Review Draft Document 10/6/2015 
 

                                                                                                                                                                          APPENDIX 
 

Non-Motorized Circulation Plan 

 Connectivity between community and school assets 
Macomb Orchard Trail destination community 
Inventory of existing non-motorized facilities built/planned     
 
Expansion 
 
Indoor recreation facility – study repurposing/join use community/senior center 
Inventory of Village owned property 
Examination of the Chanault Street open space 
Inventory of all environmentally constrained properties 
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 
 

Village of New Haven
Parks, Recreation & Non-Motorized Master Plan

Stakeholders Workshop and Information 
Session

 

Why do we plan for Parks and 
Recreation?

•Parks and recreation has the ability to unify a community

•Parks and recreation is a source of community pride

•Parks and recreation facilities can become destinations and identifiers

•Parks and recreation can build community “sense of place”

•Parks and recreation can drive economic development
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 

 

What we Seek to Accomplish

•Utilize the State of Michigan DNR Framework to develop a community park, 
recreation and Non-Mortorized master plan.

•Ability to access state grants for parks and recreation

•This plan is the mechanism to evaluate, plan, and invest in parks and recreation

•Provide the Village with a clear set of goals and objectives for parks and 
recreation services, programs, and facilities

 

Preparing the Plan and Plan Content

Community Description

Administrative Structure

Recreation Inventory

•Planning and Public Input Process

•Goals and Objectives

•Action Program
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 

 

Parks and Recreation Inventory

Existing Public Parks and Recreation Facilities :

 Community Park

 Fountain Park

 Division Street Park

New Haven Community Schools

 New Haven Administration Building

 New Haven Elementary

 New Haven High School

Private Parks & Facilities

 Decora Park

 Meadow Creek

 Riverbrook Community

 Amherst

 

 

 



Village of New Haven Parks & Recreation Plan          30 Day Public Review Draft Document 10/6/2015 
 

                                                                                                                                                                          APPENDIX 
 

Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 

 

Areas of Concern

 

Events

Annual Community Events

Holiday Parade of Lights

Community Tree Lighting

Memorial Day Parade

Rocketfest

Fireworks
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 

 

Next Steps

•August 2015 Work Session with Public

•October 2015 propose first draft, one month review

•December 2015 Public Hearing - finalize plan, send to 
DNR

•Planning and Public Input Process

•Goals and Objectives

•Action Plan

 

Where we are Headed?

•Over the next 3 months we want to engage the 
community – community workshop comments & survey

•The more information and input we can collect the 
better plan this will be

•Ultimately this is your plan for your community and 
we are here to support and enhance the process

 

 



Village of New Haven Parks & Recreation Plan          30 Day Public Review Draft Document 10/6/2015 
 

                                                                                                                                                                          APPENDIX 
 

Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 
 

“Where Do you Recreate?”

Unique Activities?

Special Destination?

Sense of Place?

Unique Natural Features?

Impact on Local Economy?

 

 

Exercise One: Small Group Discussion (15 Minutes)

Prouds & Sorries
(Strengths & Weaknesses)

When thinking about New Haven's parks and 
recreation programs list the prouds and sorries or 

strengths and weaknesses.

Instructions

1. Compile group list

2. Each member votes on two prouds and two sorries (blue 
and red dots)

3. Tabulate votes and list top three prouds and top three 
sorries

4. Share results with other groups
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 

 

Exercise Two: Small Group Discussion (20 Minutes)

Brainstorming / Idea Generation

Discuss and list ideas for the following:

Park Ideas for Kids

Park Ideas for Seniors

Park Ideas for Handicapped Individuals

How Should Division Street Park be Developed/Used?

What are our Parks missing?

Non-motorized Trails, Pathways and Sidewalks

Safety Concerns

Community Connectivity

(schools – library – parks - neighborhoods)

Community Events

Instructions

1. Compile group list for each of the topic areas

 

 

Exercise Three: Small Group Discussion (20 Minutes)

Preferred Future

Imagine New Haven’s park facilities and programs as you would like to see them in the 
future.  Compile a list for each park facility using the ideas generated from exercise two.  

Group members will then cast their vote for their the top two ideas in each topic area.  Top 
ideas from each group will be ranked and shared with the other groups.

Village Park Fountain Park

Division Street Park New Park Facilities
New Community Events Connectivity

Programming

Instructions

1. Compile group list for each of the topic areas

2. Each member votes on top two ideas for each subtopic (green dots)

3. Tabulate votes and list top three ideas for each topic area

4. Share results with other groups
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Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 

 

Exercise Four: Collective Prioritization (10-15 Minutes)

Participants vote on and rank collective pool of ideas 
gathered from all small groups

Instructions

1. Each participant votes on top three ideas (green dots)

2. Tabulate votes and discussion results collectively

 

 

Exercise Five: Survey

The Village of New Haven Planning Commission

wishes to thank you for your participation 

in tonight’s public visioning session!

Please take the time to complete the parks and recreation survey.

Surveys were distributed when you arrived - additional copies are available.  

Completed surveys can be turned in as you leave or the Village Hall lobby.

The survey is also available online at

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/HJ988HL
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Sign-in Sheet 
Stakeholders Workshop  
and Information Session Presentation 
August 2015 
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Village of New Haven 
Parks & Recreation Stakeholders Workshop Summary 

Tuesday July 7, 2015 
 

On July 7, 2015, staff of the Macomb County Department of Planning and Economic Development 

facilitated a community stakeholder’s workshop in support of the development of a new Parks and 

Recreation Master Plan for the Village of New Haven.  The purpose of the workshop was to engage 

recreation stakeholders in a guided SWOT analysis of recreation assets and programming within the 

Village.  Attendees were provided with a brief 15 minute presentation which covered the master 

planning process, Michigan Department of Natural Resources plan requirements, the importance of 

public input and the status of the project.   

After the presentation workshop attendees were broken into small groups and provided with a series of 

exercises designed to explore the strengths, weaknesses and opportunities for each of the village owned 

park facilities.  Additionally, workshop attendees completed a future visioning exercise that drew upon 

the ideas formulated around the commonly identified strengths and weaknesses.  Individual groups 

developed and rank ordered their ideas presenting the top ones to all of the groups.  Common ideas and 

themes were recorded and will be utilized during the development of the plan’s Goals and Objectives. 

At the end of the exercises attendees were thanked for their input and encouraged to review the public 

draft of the Parks and Recreation Plan document in the fall when released.  Attendees were also 

encouraged to attend the public hearing for the plan that would be scheduled later in the 4th quarter 

2015. 

 

The following is a summary of the input derived from this workshop. 
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Powered by

Village of New Haven 

Recreation Plan Survey
Tuesday, September 29, 2015

 

 

 

Powered by

Date Created: Tuesday, June 16, 2015

128
Total Responses

Complete Responses: 128
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